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What is Easy English News?
¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ §◊ÕÕ–‰√
The idea for Easy English News actually came from a discussion I had with
Dr Amara Patapinyoboon of the Office of Non-Formal and Informal Education
in the Thai Ministry of Education. She was interested in increasing Internet usage
among the many thousands of students enrolled in non-formal education (NFE)
programmes and she thought that some of what we had available on our www.
readbangkokpost.com website could be useful.

®ÿ¥ª√–°“¬§«“¡§‘¥‡°’¬Ë «°—∫ ¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ π—πÈ ‡°‘¥¢÷πÈ ®“°°“√‰¥âæ∫ª– π∑π“
°—∫ ¥√.Õ¡√“ ª∞¿‘≠‚≠∫Ÿ√≥å ·Ààß ”π—°ß“π àß‡ √‘¡°“√»÷°…“πÕ°√–∫∫·≈–°“√»÷°…“µ“¡
Õ—∏¬“»—¬ —ß°—¥°√–∑√«ß»÷°…“∏‘°“√ ∑à“πª√“√¿∂÷ß°“√„™âÕ‘π‡∑Õ√å‡πÁµ∑’Ë·æ√àÀ≈“¬‡æ‘Ë¡¡“°¢÷Èπ
®”π«πÀ≈“¬æ—π§π„π°≈ÿà¡π—°‡√’¬ππ—°»÷°…“∑’ËÕ¬Ÿà„π√–∫∫°“√‡√’¬π°“√ Õπ·∫∫πÕ°‚√ß‡√’¬π
·≈–‡ÀÁπ«à“°“√π”‡ πÕ¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…¢Õß‡√“ºà“π∑“ß‡«Á∫‰´µå www.readbangkokpost.com
π—Èπ‡Õ◊ÈÕª√–‚¬™πåµàÕºŸâ π„®»÷°…“µàÕ‡æ‘Ë¡‡µ‘¡‰¥â‡ªìπÕ¬à“ß¡“°
I was immediately concerned, however, that since we dealt largely with
original, unsimplified material from the Bangkok Post, it might be too difficult
for most NFE students. Then, it hit me. Why not take a story from the Bangkok Post
each day, adapt it for lower-intermediate to intermediate learners of English and
put it on www.readbangkokpost.com? It turned out to be surprisingly easy to do so.
It was also an immediate hit, with the number of daily readers quickly jumping to
more than 500.

º¡µ√–Àπ—°¥’«à“¢à“« à«π„À≠à∑’Ëπ”‡ πÕÕ¬Ÿà„πÀπâ“Àπ—ß ◊Õæ‘¡æå∫“ß°Õ°‚æ µåπ—Èπ ‚¥¬
µ—«¿“…“·≈–§”»—æ∑å∑’Ë„™âÕ“®¡’§«“¡¬“°Õ¬Ÿà —°ÀπàÕ¬ ”À√—∫°≈ÿà¡¢Õßπ—°‡√’¬ππ—°»÷°…“∑’Ë‡√’¬π
·∫∫µâÕß§âπ§«â“¥â«¬µπ‡Õß ®÷ß©ÿ°§‘¥¢÷Èπ¡“«à“ ∑”‰¡‡√“®÷ß‰¡àª√—∫ª√ÿß‡π◊ÈÕÀ“®“°¢à“«∑’Ëπ”‡ πÕ
Õ¬Ÿà∑ÿ°«—ππ—Èπ„ÀâÕà“πßà“¬¢÷Èπ ‡æ◊ËÕ„Àâ‡À¡“– ”À√—∫ºŸâ∑’ËÕà“π¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…‰¥â„π√–¥—∫µË”°«à“®π∂÷ß
√–¥—∫°≈“ß ·≈–π”‰ª‡º¬·æ√à„π www.readbangkokpost.com ≈à– ´÷Ëß¡‘„™à‡√◊ËÕß¬“°‡≈¬ ·≈–
‰¥âº≈µÕ∫√—∫°≈—∫¡“¥’¡“° ¥â«¬®”π«π¢ÕßºŸâÕà“π∑’Ë‡æ‘Ë¡¡“°¢÷Èπ°«à“ 500 §π„π·µà≈–«—π
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Not simplified English
¡‘„™à·§à¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬
Easy English News, I should stress, is not simplified English in which the
vocabulary is limited to high-frequency words and phrases and the sentences
dramatically shortened.
All the stories in this book are adapted from real news stories published in
the Bangkok Post. I have tried to retain much of the original vocabulary and even
many of the original sentences. Indeed, when you read the stories, they should
seem quite natural.

º¡¢Õ‡πâπ¬È”«à“ ¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ π—πÈ ¡‘„™à¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…·∫∫ßà“¬Ê ∑’¡Ë √’ ªŸ ª√–‚¬§
—ÈπÊ „™â§”»—æ∑å·≈–«≈’æ∫∫àÕ¬
¢à“«µà“ßÊ ∑’Ëπ”¡“‡ πÕ„πÀπ—ß ◊Õ‡≈à¡π’Èª√—∫ª√ÿß¡“®“°¢à“«´÷Ëß‡º¬·æ√àÕ¬Ÿà∑ÿ°«—π„π
Àπ—ß ◊Õæ‘¡æå∫“ß°Õ°‚æ µå ‚¥¬ à«π„À≠àº¡æ¬“¬“¡§ß§”»—æ∑åÀ√◊Õ·¡â·µàª√–‚¬§µà“ßÊ µ“¡
·∫∫∑’Ë‡¢’¬π‰«â‡¥‘¡ §ÿ≥®÷ß “¡“√∂Õà“π‡π◊ÈÕ¢à“«‰¥âÕ¬à“ß‡√’¬∫≈◊Ëπ·≈–‰¥â “√–§√∫∂â«πµ“¡®√‘ß
∑ÿ°ª√–°“√
I have simplified them, however. First of all, each news story is shortened,
often by 50 percent or more. Thus, very few of the stories in this book exceed
four hundred words, with most in the 300-400 words range. I have also reorganized
the stories, making them easier to follow. I have cut out unnecessary or complicated
details and, finally, I have given each story a new and easier-to-understand
introduction. The result is Easy English News.

Ë‘ß∑’Ëº¡‰¥â∑”„Àâßà“¬‡ªìπÕ—π¥—∫·√° °Á§◊Õ °“√≈¥∑Õπ§«“¡¬“«¢Õß¢à“«·µà≈–‡√◊ËÕß„Àâ
—Èπ≈ß‰ªª√–¡“≥ 50 ‡ªÕ√å‡´Áπµå À√◊Õ¡“°°«à“π—Èπ ¥—ßπ—Èπ¢à“«∑’Ëπ”¡“≈ß„πÀπ—ß ◊Õ‡≈à¡π’È®÷ß¡’
®”π«π§”µàÕ‡√◊ËÕßª√–¡“≥ 300-400 §” Õ¬à“ß¡“°∑’Ë ÿ¥§◊Õ‰¡à‡°‘π 400 §” ‚¥¬º¡‰¥âµ—¥§”
·≈–≈¥∑Õπ√“¬≈–‡Õ’¬¥∫“ßÕ¬à“ß∑’Ë‰¡à®”‡ªìπÕÕ°‰ª ®÷ß™à«¬„ÀâÕà“π®—∫„®§«“¡‰¥âßà“¬¢÷Èπ ·≈–
∑â“¬∑’Ë ÿ¥ º¡‰¥â®—¥·¬°ª√–‡¿∑¢Õß¢à“«·≈–¡’∫∑π”Õà“π∑’Ë™à«¬„ÀâÕà“π‡¢â“„®ßà“¬¬‘Ëß¢÷Èπ ®π°≈“¬
‡ªìπ ¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ ‡≈à¡π’È
This approach has a number of benefits. First of all, you’ll learn a lot of new
vocabulary. This is the same vocabulary you will see often when you look at actual
Bangkok Post news stories. Secondly, with shorter stories, you will be able to
accomplish a lot in a short time. You should easily be able to finish at least one story
in a single session of 10 or 15 minutes. Finally, since these are news stories, you
are reading something very real. Indeed, you will probably remember many of the
topics, such as the funeral ceremonies for HRH the late Princess Galyani Vadhana
and the protests carried out by the People’s Alliance for Democracy.


ª√–‚¬™πåπ“π—ª°“√¢Õß¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ ª√–°“√·√°§◊Õ ºŸâÕà“π®–‰¥â‡√’¬π√Ÿâ
§”»—æ∑å„À¡àÊ ‡æ‘Ë¡¡“°¢÷Èπ ´÷Ëß‡ªìπ™ÿ¥§”»—æ∑å‡¥’¬«°—π°—∫∑’Ëª√“°Ø„π‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢ÕßÀπ—ß ◊Õæ‘¡æå
∫“ß°Õ°‚æ µå ª√–°“√∑’Ë Õß ¥â«¬‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢à“«∑’Ë —Èπ·≈–°√–™—∫¢÷Èπ ∑”„ÀâºŸâÕà“π “¡“√∂µ‘¥µ“¡
∑”§«“¡‡¢â“„®‰¥â„π√–¬–‡«≈“Õ—π —Èπ ¢à“«‡√◊ËÕßÀπ÷ËßÊ “¡“√∂Õà“π√«¥‡¥’¬«®∫‰¥â¿“¬„π‡«≈“
10-15 π“∑’ ·≈–∑â“¬∑’Ë ¥ÿ §◊Õ ‡π◊ÕË ß®“°‡√◊ÕË ß∑’πË ”‡ πÕ≈â«π‡ªìπ¢à“«∑—ßÈ π‘È ∑à“π®÷ß®–‰¥âÕ“à π‡√◊ÕË ß
∑’Ë‡ªìπ‡Àµÿ°“√≥å®√‘ßÊ ´÷ËßÀ≈“¬∑à“π¬—ß§ß®¥®”‰¥â¥’ ‰¡à«à“®–‡ªìπ¢à“«æ√–√“™æ‘∏’æ√–√“™∑“π
‡æ≈‘ßæ√–»æ ¡‡¥Á®æ√–‡®â“æ’Ëπ“ß‡∏Õ ‡®â“øÑ“°—≈¬“≥‘«—≤π“ °√¡À≈«ßπ√“∏‘«“ √“™π§√‘π∑√å
À√◊Õ¢à“«¢Õß°≈ÿà¡æ—π∏¡‘µ√ª√–™“™π‡æ◊ËÕª√–™“∏‘ª‰µ¬

Activities
°‘®°√√¡∑â“¬‡√◊ËÕß
News stories are meant to be read and understood quickly. This book
is designed to take full advantage of this trait. Notice that at the end of each story,
there is a number – the number of words it contains. You might want to time yourself
to see if you can pick up your reading speed. I know from many years in the
classroom that most Thai readers of English read much too slowly, making it difficult
for them to see how the various parts of a sentence fit together. You certainly do not
want to read any slower than 120 words per minute.

¢à“«¡’«∏‘ °’ “√‡¢’¬π∑’¡Ë ßÿà „ÀâÕ“à π·≈–‡¢â“„®‡√◊ÕË ß‰¥â‚¥¬‡√Á« Àπ—ß Õ◊ ‡≈à¡π’®È ß÷ ¬÷¥‡Õ“§ÿ≥≈—°…≥–
¥—ß°≈à“«¡“„™â„Àâ‡°‘¥ª√–‚¬™πå ßŸ ¥ÿ ‚¥¬„πµÕπ∑â“¬¢à“«®–¡’µ«— ‡≈¢∫Õ°®”π«π§”¢Õß¢à“«π—πÈ Ê
‰«â¥«â ¬ ”À√—∫„ÀâºÕŸâ “à π®—∫‡«≈“‡æ◊ÕË æ—≤π“∑—°…–°“√Õà“π¢Õß∑à“π„Àâ‡√Á«¬‘ßË ¢÷πÈ ®“°ª√– ∫°“√≥å
ÕπÀ≈“¬ªï„π™—Èπ‡√’¬π∑”„Àâº¡∑√“∫«à“ à«π„À≠à§π‰∑¬¬—ßÕà“π¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…‰¥â‰¡à§àÕ¬‡√Á«π—°
∑”„Àâ¬“°µàÕ°“√¡Õß¿“æ√«¡¢Õßª√–‚¬§∑—ÈßÀ¡¥ ¥—ßπ—ÈπºŸâÕà“π¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…§«√®–Õà“π‰¥â„π
√–¥—∫‰¡àµË”°«à“ 120 §”µàÕπ“∑’
You also want to understand each story, of course, and that is why there is a
question section at the end. The questions are not meant to be especially difficult or
tricky. Instead, they are there to help make sure you catch the main idea of each story
and its essential details.

·πàπÕπ«à“ ‡¡◊ËÕÕà“π¢à“«·≈â«ºŸâÕà“π¬àÕ¡µâÕß‡¢â“„®‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢Õß¢à“«¥â«¬ ¥—ßπ—Èπ®÷ß¡’§”∂“¡
Õ¬Ÿà„π à«π∑â“¬ ÿ¥¢Õß¢à“« §”∂“¡‡À≈à“π’È‰¡à¬“°®π‡°‘π‰ª À√◊Õ √â“ß§«“¡≈”∫“°„Àâ°—∫ºŸâÕà“π
¡“°π—° ·µà®–™à«¬„ÀâºÕŸâ “à π¡—πË „®¡“°¬‘ßË ¢÷πÈ «à“ “¡“√∂®—∫ª√–‡¥ÁπÀ≈—°¢Õß¢à“«·≈–√“¬≈–‡Õ’¬¥
‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢à“«∑’Ë ”§—≠‰¥â§√∫∂â«π



Easy English News

The vocabulary activity will take a bit more time. It takes effort to understand
and remember new vocabulary and this activity forces you to think carefully about
the words that have been explained for you. You will also notice I have added a
crossword puzzle at the end of each section to give you another vocabulary review.

à«π§”»—æ∑å„π°‘®°√√¡Õ“®µâÕß„™â‡«≈“„π°“√»÷°…“‡æ‘Ë¡¡“°¢÷Èπ —°‡≈Á°πâÕ¬ ºŸâÕà“πµâÕß
À¡—Ëπ∑”§«“¡‡¢â“„®·≈–®¥®”§”»—æ∑å„À¡àÊ „Àâ ‰ ¥â ´÷Ëß°‘®°√√¡π’È®–™à«¬„ÀâºŸâÕà“π‡æ‘Ë¡§«“¡
√–¡—¥√–«—ß„π°“√‡≈◊Õ°§”»—æ∑å·≈–§”·ª≈¡“µÕ∫§”∂“¡ πÕ°®“°π’Èº¡¬—ß‰¥â‡æ‘Ë¡ à«π¢Õß
‡°¡§√Õ ‡«‘√å¥‡Õ“‰«â„πµÕπ∑â“¬ ÿ¥¢Õß·µà≈–À—«¢âÕ¢à“« ‡æ◊ËÕ„Àâ∑à“π‰¥â∑∫∑«π§”»—æ∑åµà“ßÊ
‡æ‘Ë¡¢÷ÈπÕ’°°‘®°√√¡Àπ÷Ëß

Going further
°â“«µàÕ‰ª
Since the stories in this book consist of actual news stories retaining much of
the original vocabulary, you should soon build up the confidence to go further.
One obvious place to go first is the Easy English News section of the readbangkokpost.com website: http://www.readbangkokpost.com/easyenglishnews/.

¢à“«µà“ßÊ ∑’Ëπ”¡“‡ πÕπ’È §”»—æ∑å∑’Ë„™â à«π„À≠à¬—ß‡ªìπ§”»—æ∑å®“°µâπ©∫—∫‡¥‘¡ ‡¡◊ËÕ§ÿ≥
¡—Ëπ„®·≈â«®÷ß®–‡¢¬‘∫°â“«µàÕ‰ª
≈”¥—∫·√°∑’Ë§ÿ≥§«√®–∑”§◊Õ °“√Õà“π„π à«π¢Õß ¢à“«¿“…“Õ—ß°ƒ…Õà“πßà“¬ ∑’Ë‡«Á∫‰´µå
http://www.readbangkokpost.com/easyenglishnews/.
Next, you might want to try out an actual, unsimplified news stories. For
that, go to our general news section: http://www.readbangkokpost.com/generalnews.
From there, it is only a short step to the Bangkok Post itself. Take it!

®“°π—Èπ §ÿ≥Õ“®®–Õ¬“°∑¥≈ÕßÕà“π¢à“«µà“ßÊ ∑’Ëπ”‡ πÕÕ¬Ÿà∑ÿ°«—π ¥â«¬°“√≈Õßµ‘¥µ“¡
Õà“π‰¥â„π à«π¢Õß¢à“«∑—Ë«‰ª ∑’Ë http://www.readbangkokpost.com/generalnews. ®“°®ÿ¥
‡√‘Ë¡µâπµ√ßπ’È ‰¥â‡ªî¥∑“ß„Àâ§ÿ≥‡¢â“∂÷ßÀπ—ß ◊Õæ‘¡æå∫“ß°Õ°‚æ µå‰¥â·≈â« ‡√“¡“‡√‘Ë¡µâπ≈ß¡◊Õ
Õà“π°—π‡≈¬¥’°«à“

Terry Fredrickson
Bangkok, Thailand
March, 2009



Short and easy
—Èπ°√–™—∫·≈–ßà“¬
Let’s start with a few short stories that you can read and understand quite
quickly. Read through each story once without stopping and then go through it
again if you need to. You might want to look through the vocabulary list before
you begin. When you finish, do the two activities that follow each story. Notice
that in the vocabulary activity, you may need to change the form of a word from
the way it appears in the list. For example, you might need to change a verb that
is present tense to past tense.

‡√“¡“‡√‘Ë¡µâπ°—π¥â«¬¢à“« —ÈπÊ —° 2-3 ‡√◊ËÕß ∑’Ë§ÿ≥ “¡“√∂Õà“π·≈–‡¢â“„®‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢à“«‰¥â
Õ¬à“ß√«¥‡√Á« ≈ÕßÕà“π¢à“«∑—Èß‡√◊ËÕß√«¥‡¥’¬«„Àâ®∫√Õ∫Àπ÷Ëß°àÕπ ·≈–Õà“π∑«π´È”Õ’°§√—ÈßÀ“°
§ÿ≥µâÕß°“√ À√◊ Õ ≈Õß¥Ÿ §”»— æ ∑å ∑’Ë „ ™â „ π‡√◊Ë Õ ß°à Õ π‡√‘Ë ¡ Õà “ π°Á ‰ ¥â ·≈–‡¡◊ËÕÕà“π®∫·≈â«¢Õ„Àâ∑”
°‘®°√√¡ 2 °‘®°√√¡∑’ËÕ¬Ÿà∑â“¬‡√◊ËÕß ´÷Ëß„π à«π¢Õß§”»—æ∑å ºŸâÕà“πÕ“®µâÕß‡ª≈’Ë¬π√Ÿª°“≈¢Õß
§”»— æ ∑å ® “°∑’Ë æ ∫„π§”Õ∏‘ ∫ “¬»— æ ∑å µ— « Õ¬à “ ß‡™à π §ÿ ≥ Õ“®®–µâ Õ ß‡ª≈’Ë ¬ π§”»— æ ∑å ∑’Ë Õ ¬Ÿà „ π√Ÿ ª
ªí®®ÿ∫—π°“≈„Àâ‡ªìπÕ¥’µ°“≈
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Life on the farm can be tough
™’«‘µ™“«π“π’ÈÀπÕ· π≈”∫“°
There is little doubt that farmers have a tough life. The work is heavy and
good luck can change to bad in a very short time.

«à“°—π«à“™“«π“∑—ÈßÀ≈“¬π—Èπ™à“ß¡’™’«‘µ∑’Ë¬“°≈”∫“°‡ ’¬®√‘ß ∑”ß“πÀπ—°· πÀπ—° Õ’°
∑—Èß‚™§¥’∑’Ë‰¥â√—∫°Á°≈—∫æ≈‘°º—π‡ª≈’Ë¬π‡ªìπ√â“¬‰¥â„π™—Ë«‡«≈“·§àæ√‘∫µ“‡¥’¬«
Costly storm
April 02, 2008
Rising rice prices are
good news for farmers who are
expected to “cash in” – to earn
a lot of money – this year.
But that was not the
case for some farmers in
Ayutthaya. Their paddy fields
in Bang Pa-in district were hit
by a freak hailstorm on Monday night. The storm destroyed Photo: SUNTHORN PONGPAO
almost 2,000 rai of paddy that
was due to be harvested in the next few days.
Now, instead of having a lot of money, they find themselves deeply in debt.
Take Samroeng Pongsawan of tambon Nong Jik for example. He expected to get
1.7 million baht for his rice. After the storm, he now expects to earn only about
500,000 baht. Since it cost him 800,000 baht to grow his rice, he will suffer a bad
loss this year. (136 words)
Adapted from a story in the Bangkok Post by Chatrudee Theparat.
cash in – to earn a lot of money from something / ‰¥â°”‰√
paddy – rice, either in the fields or that has been cut, but which has not yet
been taken out of its outer covering (husk) / ¢â“«‡ª≈◊Õ°
freak – extremely unusual and unexpected / ª√–À≈“¥
hailstorm – a storm in which a lot of small balls of ice fall like rain / æ“¬ÿ≈Ÿ°‡ÀÁ∫
harvest – (of a crop like rice, wheat, corn, etc.) to collect a crop from the fields
/ ‡°’Ë¬«¢â“«, ‡°Á∫‡°’Ë¬«º≈º≈‘µ
in debt – owing an amount of money / ‡ªìπÀπ’È


Catching the main idea
Which statement below best summarises the main idea of the story?
a. Farmers in Ayutthaya’s Bang Pa-in district are expecting to earn a lot of
money from this rice crop.
b. Farmers in Ayutthaya’s Bang Pa-in district are preparing to harvest their
rice crop before the rainy season comes.
c. Storm damage has caused some farmers in Ayutthaya’s Bang Pa-in district
to lose money instead of earning a lot of money from this rice crop.

Vocabulary practice
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the story. You may have to
change the form of the words to fit the sentence.
1. It was a _______ accident that no one could have expected.
2. Their business failed and now they are deeply in _____________.
3. The ________ damaged roofs throughout much of the village.
4. Most of the villagers were in their fields __________ their rice.
5. The river was unexpectedly full of fish and the villagers hurried to
__________ in on their good luck.

Answers:
Catching the main idea:
Vocabulary practice:

Easy English News

c
1. freak

2. debt

3. hailstorm

4. harvesting

5. cash

Hoping for the impossible
§«“¡À«—ß∑’Ë‰¡à¡’∑“ß‡ªìπ®√‘ß
It is easy to understand why some military leaders would be worried about
ordinary people wearing military-style clothing. The reason people wear such
clothing, however, is because it is very fashionable. Thus, when I first read this
story in March, 2008, I thought that the chances of getting military clothes off the
streets was close to zero. I was right.

‡¢â“„®§√—∫«à“∑”‰¡ºŸâπ”∑À“√∫“ß∑à“π∂÷ß· ¥ß§«“¡‡ªìπÀà«ß°—ß«≈„π‡√◊ËÕß∑’Ëª√–™“™π
§π∏√√¡¥“®–π‘¬¡·µàß°“¬™ÿ¥ ‰µ≈å∑À“√ ‡Àµÿº≈∑’Ë§π‡À≈à“π—Èπ‡≈◊Õ° «¡‡ ◊ÈÕºâ“¥—ß°≈à“«‡æ√“–
¡—π‡ªìπ·ø™—πË ¬Õ¥π‘¬¡§√—∫ ‡¡◊ÕË º¡‰¥âÕ“à π¢à“«‡√◊ÕË ßπ’∑È π’Ë ”‡ πÕ‡¡◊ÕË ‡¥◊Õπ¡’π“§¡ æ.». 2551 º¡
°Á√Ÿâ«à“§«“¡À«—ß∑’Ë®–‰¥â‡ÀÁπ·ø™—Ëπ‡§√◊ËÕß·µàß°“¬‡≈’¬π·∫∫∑À“√À¡¥‰ª®“°∑âÕßµ≈“¥π—Èπ
·∑∫‰¡à¡’∑“ß∑’Ë®–‡ªìπ‰ª‰¥â ·≈–°Á‡ªìπ‡™àππ—Èπ®√‘ßÊ
Military clothing a new taboo
March 31, 2008
Some military leaders want people to stop dressing
like soldiers. Officials in the Defence Ministry worry
that insurgents wearing military-style fatigues could
easily plant bombs. This has already happened in
Thailand’s southern provinces.
Actually, it is illegal to pretend to be a soldier. A
person doing so could go to jail for between three months Photo: JETJARAS NA
and five years.
RANONG
The problem is that people like the looks of
military-style camouflage clothing. This kind of clothing is also very comfortable to
wear and it is sold in many places, especially at the Chatuchak weekend market.
For now, it doesn’t like look many people will go to jail. People are only
being asked to be careful how they wear the clothes so that they will not look like
soldiers. Children are exempt from any ban on wearing military-style clothing.
(145)
Adapted from a story in the Bangkok Post by Wassana Nanuam.
taboo – something that is not allowed (often for cultural or religious regions)
/

‘ËßµâÕßÀâ“¡, ¢âÕÀâ“¡
insurgents – people who belong to a group fighting to take control of their

country or area by force / °∫Ø, ºŸâ°àÕ°“√®≈“®≈
fatigues – simple, loose clothes worn by soldiers / ™ÿ¥∑”ß“π¢Õß∑À“√
plant – (of a bomb) to hide it in a place before it explodes / Ωíß, «“ß (√–‡∫‘¥)
illegal – against the law / º‘¥°ÆÀ¡“¬
pretend – to behave in a particular way because you want someone to believe
that something is true when it is not / ª≈Õ¡µ—«, ‡ · √âß
camouflage – the type of clothes that soldiers wear to make themselves more
difficult to see, especially in jungle or forest areas / ™ÿ¥∑À“√æ√“π (∑’Ë¡’≈«¥≈“¬‰«âæ√“ß

µπ‡«≈“≈“¥µ√–‡«π„πªÉ“)
exempt – not having to follow a rule or a law / ‰¥â√—∫°“√¬°‡«âπ
ban – officially not allowing people to do something / °“√Àâ“¡

Catching the main idea
Which statement below best summarises the main idea of the story?
a. Because of a new law, people who are caught wearing military-style
camouflage clothing will go to jail for between three months and five years.
b. Some military leaders are worried about people dressing as soldiers and
have asked them to be careful about wearing military-style clothing.
c. Sellers at Chatuchak weekend market are no longer allowed to sell militarystyle camouflage clothing.

Vocabulary practice
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the story. You may have to
change the form of the words to fit the sentence.
1. Soldiers saw the man as he was trying to _______ a bomb beside the road.
2. None of us could see the man as he hid among the trees because he
was wearing _____________ clothing.
3. A word that has almost the same meaning as taboo is ________.
4. People like to wear __________ because they are very comfortable.
5. The __________ in the South want to set up their own government in
the area.
Answers:
Catching the main idea:
Vocabulary practice:
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b
1. plant

2. camouflage

3. ban

4. fatigues

5. insurgents

Man-made accident
Õÿ∫—µ‘‡Àµÿ®“°Ωï¡◊Õ¢Õß¡πÿ…¬å
Why should we call this a “preventable” explosion? Read the story and
the answer should be clear.

∑”‰¡‡√“∂÷ß‡√’¬°‡Àµÿ°“√≥åπ’È«à“‡ªìπ°“√√–‡∫‘¥∑’Ë “¡“√∂ªÑÕß°—π‰¥â ≈ÕßÕà“π‡π◊ÈÕÀ“¢à“«
∑—ÈßÀ¡¥·≈â«§”µÕ∫∑ÿ°Õ¬à“ß®–™—¥‡®π§√—∫
Preventable explosion
April 1, 2008
There was an explosion on a
ten-wheeled truck about midnight on
Sunday night. The blast happened as
the truck’s compressed natural gas
(CNG) cylinders were being refilled
at a PTT petrol station on Bang NaTrat highway. The explosion badly
damaged the truck, the petrol station
and eight people were injured as
well.
This is the first CNG explo- Photo: PATTANAPONG HIRUNARD
sion, so government authorities
quickly tried to find out what happened. The answer was soon clear. The truck
was using an illegally installed gas fuel system. The cylinders were old and they
were supposed to be recycled as scrap metal. Instead, they were patched up and
resold.
Unfortunately, it appears that many vehicles are using substandard CNG
cylinders. The reason is cost. An illegal cylinder may cost only about 7,000-8,000
baht while a legal one costs about 30,000 baht. From now on, all motorists seeking
to refill their CNG cylinders will need to show proof that their fuel systems are
safe. (163)
Adapted from a story in the Bangkok Post by Post reporters.
preventable – (of something bad) able to prevented, i.e., stopped from
happening / ∑’ËÀ≈’°‡≈’Ë¬ß‰¥â, ∑’ËªÑÕß°—π‰¥â
compressed – pressed or squeezed into a small space / ∑’Ë∂Ÿ°∫’∫Õ—¥



cylinders – metal containers for gas or liquids (see photo) / ∂—ß∫√√®ÿ·°ä

(√Ÿª

∑√ß°√–∫Õ°)
authorities – police or people in official organisations who have the legal
power to make people obey rules and laws / µ”√«®À√◊Õ‡®â“Àπâ“∑’Ë
illegally – against the law / º‘¥°ÆÀ¡“¬
scrap metal – old metal that can be used again after going through a recycling
process / ‡»…‡À≈Á°‡°à“Ê
patched up – repaired / ´àÕ¡
substandard – not good enough to be accepted / µË”°«à“¡“µ√∞“π
proof – information that shows that something is definitely true or correct /

À≈—°∞“π
Catching the main idea
Which statement below best summarises the main idea of the story?
a. The explosion on a ten-wheel truck at a PTT petrol station was likely caused
by the use of an illegal, substandard fuel system.
b. The use of CNG for vehicles is very safe when the proper materials are
used.
c. Eight people were injured and a truck badly damaged in a explosion at a
PTT petrol station.

Vocabulary practice
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the story. You may have to
change the form of the words to fit the sentence.
1. Investigators found that the two _________ contained tear gas from China.
2. Actually, the __________ metal they found there was worth a lot of
money.
3. The nitrogen was highly __________.
4. Government ___________ announced that the road would be closed for
at least three days.

Answers:
Catching the main idea:
Vocabulary practice:
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a
1. cylinders

2. scrap

3. compressed

4. authorities

Imagine it
≈Õß®‘πµπ“°“√¿“æµ“¡¢à“«
This story will be easier to understand if you imagine what was happening
at the time. Look at the photo. What kind of a fire does it seem to be? How do you
put such a fire out? What is life like for people who live in the area? Now read
the story. All of your questions will be answered.

¢à“«π’È®–Õà“π‡¢â“„®‰¥âßà“¬¬‘Ëß¢÷Èπ∂â“ºŸâÕà“π≈Õß®‘πµπ“°“√¿“æ‡Àµÿ°“√≥å∑’Ë‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ ≥ ‡«≈“
π—πÈ µ“¡‰ª¥â«¬ ≈Õß¥Ÿ®“°¿“æª√–°Õ∫ «‘ “à π’‡Ë ªìπ‡Àµÿ‡æ≈‘ß‰À¡âª√–‡¿∑‰Àπ ¥—∫‰¥â¥«â ¬«‘∏„’ ¥ ·≈–
ºŸâ§π∑’ËÕ“»—¬Õ¬Ÿà„π∫√‘‡«≥π’È®–¡’™’«‘µ°—πÕ¬à“ß‰√ ≈ÕßÕà“π¢à“«¥Ÿ ·≈â«§”∂“¡µà“ßÊ ∑’Ë‡°‘¥¢÷Èπ®–‰¥â
√—∫§”µÕ∫∑—ÈßÀ¡¥§√—∫
Not an ordinary fire
April 08, 2008

Photo: SOMCHAI POOMLARD
Fires have been burning in a large landfill in Samut Prakan area since last
Friday, and firefighters are having a hard time putting them out.
The problem is that the garbage in the landfill is about 20 metres deep and
just spraying water on the top of it can’t stop the fires burning below. The fires began



when very hot weather ignited methane gas generated by the rotting garbage
deep inside the landfill.
To extinguish the deep-burning fire, firefighters are digging holes in the
landfill and injecting them with water. They are also using heavy equipment to
break apart the mountain of garbage to release the gas that is fuelling the flames.
The biggest problem for people in the surrounding area is the smoke rising
from the landfill. This has caused breathing problems and dizziness in some people
and about 150 families have been evacuated. Motorists in the area are being forced
to drive with their lights on during the day.
Firefighters expect to take three or four more days to completely extinguish
the fires. (184)
Adapted from a story in the Bangkok Post by Suthiwit Chayutworakan.
landfill – a large hole in the ground where waste from people’s homes or
from industry is buried (put under the ground) / À≈ÿ¡Ωíß°≈∫¢¬–
ignite – to cause something to start to burn / ∑”„Àâ≈ÿ°‰À¡â, ∑”„Àâµ‘¥‰ø
generated – produced / º≈‘µ, ∑’Ë‡°‘¥®“°
rotting – gradually being destroyed by natural processes / ‡πà“‡ªóòÕ¬, ºÿæ—ß,

‡ ◊ËÕ¡‚∑√¡
extinguish – to put out a fire / ¥—∫‰ø
injecting – putting in / ©’¥æàπ
release – to let a substance (a gas, fluid, etc.) spread into the area around it /

ª≈àÕ¬ÕÕ°¡“
fuelling – to provide fuel for burning / „ àÀ√◊Õ‡µ‘¡‡™◊ÈÕ‡æ≈‘ß, °√–æ◊Õ
flames – the brightly burning gas that you see coming from a fire / ‡ª≈«‡æ≈‘ß,

‡ª≈«‰ø
dizziness – a feeling that things are spinning around you / ‡«’¬π»’√…–, ¡÷π
evacuate – to leave an area because it is not safe / Õæ¬æ, ¬â“¬‰ª¬—ß∑’Ë∑’Ëª≈Õ¥¿—¬

°«à“
Catching the main idea
Which statement below best summarises the main idea of the story?
a. Local people are experiencing breathing problems and dizziness because
of a fire nearby.
b. Local people have been burning garbage at a landfill and this has caused
a serious problem for firefighters.
c. Firemen are having difficulty putting out a landfill fire because it is deep
under the surface.
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Vocabulary practice
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the story. You may have to
change the form of the words to fit the sentence.
1. The fire was so large that you could see the _______ rising into the night
sky from several kilometres away.
2. With the level of the river rising quickly, many villagers decided to
_____________ and move to higher ground.
3. The flood waters began to dry up and the villagers began clearing the
________ remains of the crops in their field.
4. Police believe the fire was __________ by a cigarette carelessly thrown into
a rubbish bin full of paper.
5. They __________ the fire by cutting off the air supply to the room.

Answers:
Catching the main idea:
Vocabulary practice:

c
1. flames

2. evacuate

3. rotting

4. ignited

5. extinguished



An obituary for Yodrak
¢à“«¡√≥°√√¡¢Õß¬Õ¥√—°
This is a little longer story but it is still easy to read. It is an example of
an obituary, a short story about the life of someone who has just died. The obituary
here is for famous luk tung singer Yodrak Salukjai. Among other things, you will
find out what his real name was.

¢à“«‡√◊ËÕßπ’È§àÕπ¢â“ß¬“« ·µàÕà“π·≈â«‡¢â“„®ßà“¬ π’Ë§◊Õµ—«Õ¬à“ßÀπ÷Ëß¢Õß¢à“«¡√≥°√√¡„π
Àπâ“Àπ—ß ◊Õæ‘¡æå ´÷Ëß‡ªìπ°“√π”‡ πÕ‡√◊ËÕß√“«ª√–«—µ‘™’«‘µÕ¬à“ß¬àÕ¢ÕßºŸâ‡æ‘Ëßµ“¬®“°‰ª ¢à“«
‡√◊ËÕßπ’È‡ªìπ¢à“«¡√≥°√√¡¢Õßπ—°√âÕß≈Ÿ°∑ÿàß¬Õ¥π‘¬¡ ¬Õ¥√—° ≈—°„® ¢âÕ‡∑Á®®√‘ßÕ’°Õ¬à“ßÀπ÷Ëß
∑’Ë§ÿ≥®–‰¥â∑√“∫®“°¢à“«π’È§◊Õ™◊ËÕ®√‘ß¢Õßπ—°√âÕß§π¥—ßºŸâπ’È
King of Thai folk dies
August 12, 2008
Although it was expected, the death of
Yodrak Salukjai from liver cancer Saturday still
brought tears to Thai luk tung lovers. At 52 he was
much too young to die.
Yodrak may be gone, but his music lives on.
During his 30 years in the luk tung industry, Yodrak
released more than 500 albums containing more
than 4,000 songs.
For Yodrak, whose real name was Nipon
Praiwan, life was a drama.
Born into a poor family in the central province of Phichit in 1956, when he was young he
wanted to become a medical doctor.
But that dream never came true, and he was
forced by circumstance to leave school to earn a living by singing Thai folk songs,
or luk tung.
Yodrak’s life changed when a disc jockey happened to visit the restaurant where
he sang his country-style songs every night.
The DJ saw the magical glow of a luk tung singer in Yodrak and felt the
soul that poured out in his singing. He introduced him to the industry. Renowned
composer Chonlathee Thanthong wrote songs for him which gave him a wide
following across the country.
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Yodrak was known as the king of luk tung music, and won several best singer
awards.
He is survived by his wife and son. The Abhidhamma chanting ceremony
will be held at Wat Rai King in Nakhon Pathom until Aug 23. (237)
Adapted from a story in the Bangkok Post.
release – to make a CD, video, film, etc. available for people to buy / «“ß·ºß,

ÕÕ° (´’¥’, «‘¥’‚Õ, ¿“æ¬πµ√å)
drama – something unusual or exciting / ∑’Ë –‡∑◊ÕπÕ“√¡≥å
circumstance – a condition or fact that affects a situation / ∂“π°“√≥å
glow – brightness, brilliance / ª√–°“¬, ·««
soul – a quality in a piece of music, art, or writing that expresses strong
feelings and affects people’s emotions / ®‘µ«‘≠≠“≥
renowned – famous and admired for a special skill or achievement / ∑’Ë ¡’

™◊ËÕ‡ ’¬ß
composer – someone who writes music / π—°·µàß‡æ≈ß
wide following – many fans or supporters / ·øπ‡æ≈ß®”π«π¡“°
survived by – of people still alive after someone has died / ∫ÿµ√·≈–¿√√¬“

(À√◊Õ§π„π§√Õ∫§√—«∑’Ë¬—ß¡’™’«‘µÕ¬Ÿà)
chanting – singing a piece of religious music using a very limited range of
notes / °“√ «¥ (¡πµå) æ√–Õ¿‘∏√√¡

Getting the facts
Read each of the following statements and decide whether they are “true”
or “false”
1. Yodrak always wanted to be a singer.
2. His father was a medical doctor.
3. He left school early and earned money as a luk tung singer.
4. He got his big chance to become famous through a disc jockey who
had heard him sing.
5. Yodrak wrote all of his own songs.
6. Yodrak married and he had one child.
7. His wife died before he did.
8. His singing career lasted about 30 years.


Vocabulary practice
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the story. You may have to
change the form of the words to fit the sentence.
1. He was ____________ throughout the world. Just about everyone knew
who he was and recognised his face.
2. She was a singer when she was young, becoming a ________ when she
got older, writing more than 20 successful songs.
3. The match was as exciting as any __________, with the winning goal
being scored just before the final whistle.
4. Her new album will be __________ for sale in about two weeks.

Answers:
Getting the facts:
Vocabulary practice:



Easy English News

1. false 2. false 3. true 4. true 5. false 6. true
1. renowned 2. composer 3. drama 4. released

7. false

8. true

Crossword Puzzle
Short and easy
Use words from the vocabulary lists in this section to complete the puzzle below



